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January 20, 1972 


NORTH VIETNAM: VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS EXPAND ACTIVITIES ABROAD 

The Vietnamese Communists enjoyed considerable success In their 
attempts to broaden and strengthen contacts with non -communist countries 
during the past year. They made particular headway In Europe late in 1971 
when Switzerland, Norway, and Denmark accorded full diplomatic recognition 


to North Vietnam (DRV) . 


Early this month, India also 


decided to upgrade relations with Hanoi to the ambassadorial level. 
While Hanoi's shadow administration for South Vietnam, the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government (PRG), was not formally recognized by any 
additional states. Its roving representatives gained access to a number 
of new national audiences and. In some cases, were allowed to 
establish permanent "Information offices" In foreign capitals. 

Hanoi's Conditions for Recognition . Hanoi does not requl re forel gn 
states to sever existing ties with the Saigon government (GVN) or to 
establish relations with the PRG as conditions precedent to recognizing 
the DRV. But Hanoi does object when foreign governments attempt to 
balance their recognition of the DRV with a comparable diplomatic 
gesture toward Saigon. Thus, Hanoi was piqued at the Swiss when. 
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shortly after announcing the opening of relations with the DRV at the 
ambassadorial level* Berne decided to upgrade Its Consulate-General In 
Saigon to Embassy status. Hanoi Is delaying accreditation of the 
Swiss ambassador-designate to the DRV to demonstrate Its displeasure. 
Similarly, Hanoi apparently reneged on its agreement to a visit to Hanoi 
by the Finnish ambassador resident in Peking when It discovered the 
Finnish envoy In Tokyo would visit Saigon concurrently; the purpose 
of both visits was to discuss the opening of diplomatic ties. 

Hanoi Continues To Seek "High Profile" . Hanoi's campaign to 
heighten Vietnamese Communist prestige abroad continues, abetted In many 
Instances by the efforts of local leftist and anti -war forces. A number 
of countries. Including Austria, Tunisia, and Ethl opl t, have Indicated 
some Interest In opening official contacts with the DRV, and formal 
relations with Chile are all but certain In the near future. 

When Internal political factors on either side militate against 
the establishment of formal diplomatic ties, Hanoi tries to work out 
arrangements for permanent tr ade offl ces or DRV/PRG in^fonnat1on_ceDters. 

In this context there have been indications that Japan Is Interested In 
exchanging "non-official" trade representatives with the North Vietnamese. 

The PRG, for Its part, is finding It Increasingly easy to dispatch representa- 
tives around the globe to rally domestic leftist and anti -war forces to the 

Viet Cong colors. 
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Governments (38) Having Relations With North Vietnam (DRV) 


Albania 

North Korea 

Algeria 

Norway 

Bulgaria 

Poland 

Burma* 

Romania 

Ceylon 

Senegal 

China 

Somalia 

Congo (B) 

South Yemen 

Cuba 

Sudan 

Czechoslovakia 

Sweden 

Denmark 

Switzerland 

East Germany 

Syria 

Egypt 

Tanzania 

France 

USSR 

Guinea 

United Kingdom ## 

Hungary 

Yemen 

India 

Yugoslavia 

Indonesia 

- 

Iraq 

Laos ** 

Trade Offices or Representatives 

Mali 

ChTTe 

Mauritania 

FI nl and 

Mongolia 

Hong Kong 

NOTES 

. 


*At Consul General level 

IFrance, as the former colonial power, maintains ties with both Hanoi and 
Saigon through "Delegates General." 

**Hano1 still officially recognizes the Vientiane government even though It 
supports militarily and diplomatically the Lao Patriotic Front (also called 
the NLHX). The Lao mission In Hanoi Is Inactive and the NLHX maintains an 
Independent Information office there. 

##The United Kingdom has a consulate In Hanoi which Is accredited to the 
municipal authorities only (1.e.,not to the DRV government). There Is 
a Vietnam News Agency (VNA) correspondent In London who has no diplomatic 
status. 
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Governments (23) Having Relations With the Viet Cong (PRG 


Albania 

Sudan 

Syria 

Tanzania 

USSR 

Yugoslavia 

Algeria 

Bulgaria 

Ceylon 

China 

Congo (B) 

Czechos 1 ovakl a 

Information Offices* 

East Germany 

CfiTTe 

Egypt 

Denmark 

Hungary 

Finland 

Iraq 

France 

Mall 

India 

Mauritania 

Indonesia 

Mongolia 

Norway 

North Korea 

Poland 

Sweden 

Romania 

Other 

South Yemen 

North Vietnam # 

NOTES 



•Some countries (e.g., Indonesia) that permitted National Liberation 
Front (NLF) "missions 11 In their capitals failed to recognize the PRG 
after Its establishment In June 1969. These "missions" continue to 
operate In their original status and function principally as propaganda 
organs; hence their Inclusion In the "Information office" category. 

^Technically, Hanoi has not granted diplomatic recognition to the PRG. 
Hanoi says that It maintains a "special relationship" with the PRG, 
which Is a classic understatement since the latter Is merely the overt 
manifestation of the communist Lao Dong (Worker's) Party's organization 
in South Vietnam. The PRG's "Special Representation" In Hanoi Is, how- 
ever, treated as an equal within the diplomatic community. The Lao Dong 
Party's commitment to the proposition that Vietnam Is a single enETty 
which ought to be ruled from Hanoi requires this outwardly ambivalent 
position with respect to the PRG. 





